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"Tribe of dancers, performers, musicians 
of the french electronic elite, they are 
the only representants of their own 
creation, genre & peculiar style : 
The Electro Flamenco
Impressive on record (10 C.D's yet 
released) & absolutely fascinating on 
stage, Von Magnet is the wild genuine 
group one ought to discover urgently !"
(Keyboards / France)



 

 

Von Magnet, born in 1985, London, hatched from the post industrial 
movement and set off in the underground UK scene while quite 
paradoxically expressing interest for Flamenco rhythms and gestures.
In 1987, an intriguing mixture occurs - electronic sequences dialogue 
with zapateados (feet percussion), dance and flamenco guitars. From 
here they invent a new genre, "Electroflamenco".
From 1990 to 1995, while touring across Europe with several shows, 
the band mutates to a cosmopolitan and multidisciplinary traveling 
company. Musicians, comedians, visual artists and acrobats gather 
around a human cybergypsy core.

Ordered by the Transmusicales Festival (1990/1992) for the creation of 
"Computador", Von Magnet settles in residence in Barcelona, Rennes, 
Amsterdam and Paris. This show, with a mutant scenography, will 
invade several peculiar venues (slaughterhouses, churches, factories, 
warehouses, hospitals) compared by the press to the works of Royal 
Del Luxe or La Fura Dels Baus.

In 1995 Von Magnet collaborates with 18 classical dancers of the Berlin 
Komische Oper with the creation of the ballet "Nuevas Cruzes".
From then and until now, the band electrifies rock, cabaret, gothic or 
even electronica scenes, with more compact shows that still mix 
electro-ethnic trances with sound and theater, visual impact with 
poetic expression.

Von Magnet tours regularly (through France, Germany, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Danemark, Switzerland, Turkey, Tchequia, 
Hungaria, Iceland, Bosnia, Croatia) and shines with a passionate activist 
extravaganza. Von Magnet creates odd performances full of primitive 
futurism and ambivalent characters, and ventures through cinematic 
universes ("Mezclador" in 1997/1999, "El Planeta" in 2000/2002).

Several other collaborations with the contemporary dance scene (Ballet 
Kiel for the ballet "Guten Morgen Du Schöne" in Germany) or for the 
street theater scene ("Deadline Now" with the Persona company in 
Portugal, and "1+1+1+1= 1" in Turkey) will lead the band to 
contribute to major artistic events.

After the very flamenco-ish "De L'Aimant" in 2005, Von Magnet puzzles 
its audience again in 2007/2008 with "Neither Predator Nor Prey", a 
new album followed by a radical performance, inspired by the brutal 
and magnetic clash between two contemporary worlds, north vs south 
- orient vs occident...

And in 2009, with a brand new line up, Von Magnet, granted residency 
in the Theatre de Vanves in Paris, creates the new piece "Polarized", 
inaugurated at the Riddim Collision Festival of Lyon (France) and the 
Fade In Festival of Leiria (Portugal).



 

 

VON MAGNET launched in 2009/2010 a brand new musical venture 
called "Polarized".
Once again proving that electronic music can be treated with flaming 
passion as well as digital humanity, VON MAGNET keeps exploring the 
future roots of a passionate multicultural wandering … Cyber-sufis" or 
"flamenco-mutants", in a mission to transcend.

"Polarized" is originated by their last album "Neither Predator Nor Prey" 
(Ant-Zen / Jarring Effects.2009), a poetic approach focusing on the 
Middle East conflict as well as a reaction facing the brutal reality of our 
world today.

That new creation intends this time to explore the inherent fascinations 
which can connect opposite poles..., either tension or seduction between 
modern & archaic, coldness & transe, east & west, solitude & crowd.
This ultimate "magnetic" concert-performance, profund and universal, 
embodies all the live "electro-ethnic" styles that made Von Magnet one 
of the most peculiar, innovative and original bands of last two decades.

The new company, featuring two drummers, a guitar player, a dancer & 
two actor-singers, invented a dense, varied and rich piece, all together 
cinematographic, theatrical, tribal and futuristic.
Difficult to define such an atypical unconventional performance when 
theatrical actions or choregraphic movements exist within the musical 
act, vibrating together with the same forceful energy.
With "Polarized", Flamenco inspired vocals and dance, acoustic 
drumming, feet percussions, electric guitars, video artwork and 
contemporary dance are entwined, creating an organic and powerful 
blend.

Von Magnet will present for the first time its new sound invention, the 
"Cajacuerdas", a percussion box where feet stamping can trigger string 
vibrations. These boxes are moved by the performers, transforming the 
space, they define scenographically every step of the show.

Von Magnet dreams of the existence of other possible paths ; Thin and 
minute. Those tightrope walking paths almost invisible. Bouncing in 
between two perils, two poles, above empires, across frames, which 
can slip through the breaches of any walls.

Flore Magnet : vocals, actions
Def : percussions, machines, actions
Phil Von : vocals, zapateados, actions
Hugues Villette : drums, percussions
Tit'o : guitars, bass
Lisa May : dance, video
Séverine Krouch : live sound mix
Nicolas Triouzeau : lights
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"Not only are there musicians - Keyboard, guitar, percussion and saxophone 

players - there's also flamenco dancing, fire breathing and wrestling, 

physical expressions ranging from the sensual to the violent. The audience 

is invited to touch and smell as well as listen !" 

MELODY MAKER  (London)

"COMPUTADOR, the phantasmagoric multi media electro flamenco opera & 

VON MAGNET's new piece of agit pop is a hyperkinetic, colliding, grinding & 

melting of extreme elements of dance, action mime, theatre, sculpture, 

slides, cinema, symphony, appropriated noise, sax & flamenco guitar…" 

FREE VOICE  (Paris)

"VON MAGNET is a collective of artists from Spain, France, Switzerland and 

the United States. In their new productions they present total theatre 

including physical action, music, visual art, video, film, and slides 

presentations. An electric torrent of flamenco rhythms mixed with 

computer tones, voices, acoustic guitar and timpani drums, film and 

industrial sounds. The public walking around during the performance is 

confused. Are they pawns, musicians, actors or queen in the electric chess 

game by VON MAGNET" ?

SUMMER FESTIVALS  (Amsterdam)

"Since its formation in formation in 1986, this international music plusultra 

group has gained both fame and infamy through its enormously expressive 

theatrical music shows and such experimental recordings as El sexo 

surrealista and Computador. Composed of a wide variety of musicians and 

performance artists, VON MAGNET defies all attempts at labelling. In every 

instance it breaches the very borders of rock, techno, dance, electronics, 

flamenco and theatrics.(…) Because of the spectacular nature of the shows, 

VON MAGNET often find itself compared to LA FURA DELS BAUS. In truth, 

the two groups are worlds apart. VON MAGNET is hardly concerned with 

the creation of stunning effects for their own sake ; but it is utterly 

dedicated to the transmission of higher states of feeling, particulary when 

displaying the deep emotive potentialities of flamenco." 

VOLSKRANT (Holland)

The french formation Von Magnet could well win the contest for the most 

original & interesting band of the world. They created their own style, 

being electro-flamenco but Von Magnet didn't even repeat themselves 

during their years of existence. Completely new possibilities were 

discovered and tried out on each album.And there is their live reputation. 

Their show is a mixture of spellbinding flamenco dance, the sophistication 

of the best theatre performances, the visual pioneering seen in avant-

garde movies and scenery of early 80's concerts by Test Dept & Laibach.

PHOSPHOR (Berlin) 
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